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Seminole County is comprised
of 308 square miles and in 2009 ranked 13"
most populous of Florida’s 67 counties. The
median household income in 2009 for the

county was $56,201. _
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Data Matters

It is imperative to know where we are, where we
. - ‘ want to go, and is what we are doing getting us
DA there! Families And Communities Together
believes that data-driven policy development and
program implementation will help guide decisions
that impact Seminole County’s children, families
and our community. All evaluation activities invest
Seminole County’s community members, families
and youth, and formal and informal services and
support providers with a shared commitment to
data informed program outcomes and quality
improvements. Data updates will be provided to the
community throughout the year, leading to a better
understanding of the well-being of our children,
youth and families and what we need to do to
improve their lives.
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Our Purpose

The Seminole County System of Care, Families And Communities Together, is a comprehensive
effort funded through the federal Children’s Mental Health Initiative to establish an inclusive mental
health service system to improve outcomes for children, youth and families. Seminole County was
one of nine sites selected nationwide in 2010 by the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services
Administration to enhance its efforts for a six year period.

Mission: Working together to improve the lives of Seminole County’s children, youth and families in
their communities.

Vision: Seminole County’s children and youth with mental and behavioral challenges benefit from an
effective and enduring system of care that is family driven, youth-guided, trauma-informed, and
culturally and linguistically competent.

Population of Focus:

Children and youth in kindergarten through 8" grade who have a diagnosable mental health
disorder, and
Are enrolled, referred or are at-risk to one of the following:

- Exceptional Education;

- Department of Juvenile Justice; or

- Child Welfare.
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Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration
U5, Department of Hesith and Human Services
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Seminole County Population by Age Group, 2009 ) ) ) )
In Seminole County in 2009, the population was 423,759 with

ot agoso  UnderAge 18 98,689 children under the age of 18; making Seminole County
6.3% 23.3% rank 11" highest in Florida child population.
ge 10-14
6.9%

Florida Population by Age Group, 2009
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N=423,759
Florida Office of Economic & Demographic Research
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v’ « knowing how many childrem are tn Semainole County

% (\\  allows for effective resource planning and development

Percent of Population Under Age 18 While the number of children in Seminole is projected to rise to 113,459 by year

30 2030, the percent of children will remain relatively stable at 21.6.
. . Population Under Age 18 by Race
o Nummmy Seminole County Population p:ndIHispanic OIggin 20!:)9
é .—‘____.___‘.Semmole(:uunty Projections By Age Group , United
g Florida

20 Seminole County o0 Age 10-14 Seminole Florida States*
2000-93.030 0000 //M:’: Age59 White 79988 3070721 56,344,000
2005 00,382 row0a Black 14006 912,915 11,280,000

s i 25000 M Other 4695 1568423 6.921,000

1995 2000 2005 | 2000 Hispanic
Florida Office of Economic & Demographic Research (of agy race) 17,927 1,072,298 16,750,000
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Percent of Households with Own
Children Under Age 18, 2007-2009 &N &({,
50 ‘:, « wnderstanding where Seminole County children
- are Living guides program creation and growth
w0 i
z %) @
% g < Percent of Children Under Age 18 by Relationship to Householder, 2005-2009
ol 5 2 Own Child Foster Child
@ % Total Number  (biological, step Other Or Other
) of Children or adopted) Grandchild Relative Unrelated Child
Seminole 97,867 91.8 5.0 1.8 1.3
Florida 4,039,194 88.1 7.2 2.8 1.9
United States 73,878,478 89.1 6.6 25 1.8
American Community Survey 3-Year Estimates American Community Survey 5-year Estimates

Children Under Age 18 in Households by ) ] ) )
Household Type, 2005-2009 There were 938 children under age 19 served by the child protection system in

2009/10; 511 were in out-of-home care for at least one day. In 2008/09, there were
207 children discharged from out-of-home care and 3.4 percent reentered the system
within 12 months of exit.

Seminole

Florida

There were 1,322 homeless students identified by the Florida public education system
in 2009/10, an increase from 829 in 2005/06.

There were 653 minor children reported as having an incarcerated parent in December
Married Couple [l Female Householder BMale Househoider MOther  2009. These were identified by self-reports of inmates.
American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates

United States
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Percent of Population Under Age 18 in Poverty
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U.S. Census Bureau, Small Area Income and Poverty Estimates

Seminole County continually works to improve all services
and supports for children, youth and families by building
on its strengths...

Ranks among the lowest counties in Florida in the percent of
children living in poverty.

In Seminole County, there were 42,537 persons living in poverty in 2009; of these,
14,687 were under the age of 18. The poverty threshold was $21,756 for a family of
two adults and two children in 2009.

The number of public school students eligible for the free and reduced lunch program
rose by 4,603 students from 2005/06 to 2009/10, a 22 percent increase in number.

ldentifying risk and protection factors of Seminole County
£ o childven helps coordinate services

Select Risk Indicators

Has higher public high school graduation rates compared to
most Florida counties.

Has only 5.1 percent of children living in homes where no parent

Seminole  Florida  United States

Teens Not Enrolled in School and Not a High School Graduate 54% 7.7% 6.4%
Teens Not Enrolled in School and Not Working 5.9% 9.4% 8.0%
Children Under Age 18 Living with One or Both Parents
Where No Parent in the Home is in the Labor Force 5.1% 7.8% 8.0%

American Community Survey 5-year Estimates, 2005-09
Teen Birth Rate (per 1,000 females age 15-19) 259 375 39.1*
Low Birthweight Babies 8.6% 8.7% 8.1%*
Infant Mortality Rate 6.9% 6.9% 6.4%*

is in the labor force compared to 7.8 percent for the state.

Public school district continues to be an academically high
performing school district with an A rating as designated by the
Florida Department of Education.

Leisure Services is nationally recognized and has over 24 parks,
over 40 miles of paved trails, and eight wilderness areas
encompassing over 6,600 acres.

Citizens contributed almost 400,000 hours of volunteer service.

And in meeting challenges head on...

A summary of school-based health data for 2009/10 identified
14,475 students with health conditions by type; the most
frequently reported were allergies (5,124), asthma (4,053),
attention deficit/hyperactivity disorder (1,589) and psychiatric
issues (514).

Results of the 2008 Florida Youth Substance Abuse Survey -
Seminole County Report showed that 40.5 percent of sampled
middle school students reported alcohol or any illicit drug use in
their lifetime. Sampled high school students reported 42.1
percent had used alcohol or any illicit drug during the past 30
days.

There were 14 deaths to youths age 10 to 19 in 2009; 5 due to
unintentional injuries, 3 suicides and 3 were identified as a
homicide.

In 2009, there were 2,244 domestic violence offenses, and
1,351 domestic violence arrests; these were primarily for simple
and aggravated assault.

Juvenile Justice Indicators, 2009/10

Seminole  Florida

Delinquency Cases Received 3,321 121,689
Youths Referred for Delinquency 1,794 75,382
Youths Diverted 713 32,507
Youths Placed on Probation 479 21,666
Youths Transferred to Adult Court 34 2,752
Youths Committed 88 5,476

Florida Department of Juvenile Justice
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*National Center for Health Statistics, 2009
Florida Office of Vital Statistics, 2009

School Indicators, 2009/10

Seminole Florida

Private School Student Enrollment 8,501 313,291
Children Registered in Home Education Programs 1,576 62,567
Public School Student Enrollment (Pre-K to 12) 64,458 2,635,115
Students Enrolled in Classes for English Language Learners 3.8% 8.7%
Students Enrolled in Exceptional Education Programs 19.4% 19.3%
Students Absent 21+ Days 7.6% 12.0%
Disciplinary Actions (rate per 1,000 students) 151.3 2174
Non-Promotion 4.4% 3.9%
Graduation Rate 94.2 80.7

Florida Department of Education

School Environmental Safety Incident Report,
Five Highest Reported Incidences, 2009/10

Seminole Florida
Bullying/Harassment 202 6,194
Drug Use/Possession, Except Alcohol 156 6,218
Fighting 110 32,063
Tobacco 54 6,422
Battery 34 8,435

Florida Department of Education

Seminole County Youths Referred
for Delinquency by Type
of Offense, 2009/10

Florida Youths Referred
for Delinquency by Type
of Offense, 2009/10

Misdemeanor
54.2%

Misdemeanor
55.0%

N=1,794
Florida Department of Juvenile Justice

N=75,382
Florida Department of Juvenile Justice



Goals

Families And Communities Together is about transforming the
service system and is focused on five goals.

1.

To design and implement a culturally and linguistically
competent system of care for the population of focus and
their families, that is guided by family and youth voices
and choices, and is trauma informed.

To ensure an easily accessible, comprehensive integrated
array of behavioral health treatment for children and youth
with serious emotional/behavioral challenges and their
families in the child welfare, DJJ and education systems.
To increase the quality of services available to children
and youth with serious emotional/behavioral challenges
and their families by implementing best practice models
for care coordination, prevention, early intervention,
treatment and systems of care.

To expand collection and use of data for continuous
system improvement, and to implement knowledge-based
evaluation to monitor progress and promote replication of
proven and promising practices.

To ensure sustainability for the improved system of care.

4 Communities of Seminole County will
w Wwork together to lmprove the Lives of its

* children, youth and families,
N

Background

Seminole County has a long history of community service and a spirit
of cooperation. These qualities of community and cooperation are
evident in the work of The Children’s Cabinet of Seminole County. The
Cabinet ensures that program implementation services for children in
Seminole County are planned, managed and delivered to improve self-
sufficiency, safety, economic stability, health and quality of life. The
mission of The Cabinet is developing and integrating services and
effectively utilizing resources to address the physical, social, emotional,
vocational, transitional and educational needs of all children and
families to produce measureable, positive outcomes for the Seminole
County Community.

The Cabinet provides leadership and guidance to Families And
Communities Together. As a federally funded system of care site,
Families And Communities Together has access to a broad array of
national technical assistance and training, including a contractual
agreement with the University of South Florida, College of Behavioral
and Community Sciences, to conduct national and local evaluations.
The National Evaluation consists of six core studies:

1. Cross Sectional Descriptive Study: Examines the child and family
characteristics of all children/youth entering the Seminole County
System of Care.

2. Child and Family Outcome Study: Examines how the Seminole
County System of Care affects child/youth clinical and functional
status and family functioning.

3. Services Experience Study: Examines to what extent system of
care values and principles are experienced by children and
families.

4. Services and Costs Study: Examines the types of services used by
children and families, their utilization patterns, and associated
costs, and the relationship between service use and outcomes.

5. System of Care Assessment: Examines to what extent programs
have been implemented in accordance with the system of care
program model; and, examines how systems of care develop over
time to meet the needs of the children and families they serve.

6. Sustainability Study: Examines what system of care characteristics
and factors are related to sustainability of infrastructure during the
life of the award and after the federal funding cycle is complete.

To learn more about Family And Communities Together contact:

Tracy Pellegrino, MSW
Director, Families And Communities Together
321-441-2090 « tracy.pellegrino@cbccfl.org

Norin Dollard, PhD
Evaluator, University of South Florida
813-974-3761 « dollard@usf.edu

Kathy Lazear, MA
Evaluator, University of South Florida
813-974-6135 « klazear@usf.edu

For questions about data in this publication or other data on children, youth, and families contact:

Florida KIDS COUNT
Susan Weitzel, MA, Director « weitzel@usf.edu
Cindi Shockley, Data Coordinator « shockley@usf.edu
www.floridakidscount.org « 813-974-7411
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